
Hello Ranum Knights,  

 

This message is about an important topic: This year’s Australian Bushfires. 
Powerful and savage bushfires broke out in Australia because the fire season 
started early due to severe drought. Drought is when an area of land is without 
water because it will not rain, causing everything to dry up. A drought can last 
from several days to months and even years. Australia is always hot, and the 
climate conditions without water provide fuel for fires to start and spread 
across all the dry trees, bushes, and grass.  

 

How exactly are animals being impacted, and what does impact mean? What 
impact means is: when someone or something has a strong effect on someone or 
something else. Australian animals can be affected by getting killed from the 
fires, by injuring themselves when escaping from the fires, or by starvation if 
they make it out alive but cannot find food. If too many animals or plants of one 
species die, that will affect the animals that used to eat that animal or plant. 
This year, too many species have been affected. One billion animals have died 
this year due to the wildfires. Some species are in danger of becoming extinct or 
becoming vulnerable if they are not helped. 
 

Lots of time, consideration, and effort have been put into making this Genius 
Hour Project. Many people want to help these animals during their times of need 
but are not sure how so here are some suggestions.  

 

First off, check out the slideshow link. It provides some insight into a few of the 
Australian animals and a few facts about each one. After that, please check out 
the link made by Mrs. Willy and buy a T-shirt. T-shirts cost $15.00, and buying 
one will make a difference for these animals. All the money that is collected will 
go directly to the Nature Conservancy charity. These animals need help, so 
please take the time to buy a T-shirt. 
  

For questions about the t-shirts, please contact Mrs. Borquez: 
lborquez@westminsterpublicschools.org/303-657-3932  

  

For any questions about the charity, email @gordoneztoloza25@studentwps.org 
or check out the Nature Conservancy website: https://www.nature.org/en-us/  

  

Thank you! 
  

Gary Ordonez 
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